Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes of Benjamin Britten 
(London Symphony Orchestra, André Previn, conductor; WNCN) 


Explanations of the physical structure of the world explanations 

of the processes of life explanations of the history of art ex- 
planations of the creation of aesthetic forms what is the nature 

of the questions which must be asked in order to comprehensively 
describe to explain the physical structure of the world the 

processes of life the history of art the creation of aesthetic 

forms immensely simple transparent questions: what are the questions 
which must be asked if one is to write the history of aesthetic forms 
created by Homo sapiens in the past twelve thousand years what are 
the questions which must be asked if one is to speak of all aes- 
thetic forms created in the period from the end of the last Ice 

Age to the present what are the questions which can be asked which 
for example allow one to speak of Les Fleurs du Mal of Baudelaire of 
Gargantua of Rabelais of Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes of 
Britten of Trouville of Kees Van Dongen of Chartres Cathedral of 


Willendorf simultaneously what are the qualities what are the 
characteristics which all aesthetic forms possess which allow one 
to speak of all works of art at the same time what are the qualities 
which all creators of aesthetic forms have in common pause and 
think about the last twelve thousand years of history and know that 
thinking about the last twelve thousand years of history that think- 
ing about the aesthetic forms created by man in those twelve thou- 
sand years that thinking about the creation of aesthetic forms 
that creating aesthetic forms holds my attention is the most in- 
teresting thing that the human mind can do "As I say everybody has 
to like something, some people like to eat some people like to 
drink, some people like to make money some like to spend money, 
some like the theatre, some even like sculpture, some like garden- 
ing, some like dogs, some like cats, some people like to look at 
things, some people like to look at everything. . . I like all 
these things well enough but they do not hold my attention long 
enough. The only thing, funnily enough, that I never get tired 
of doing is looking at pictures. There is no reason for it but for 
some reason, anything reproduced by paint, preferably, I may even 
say certainly, by oil paints on a flat surface holds my attention" 
said Gertrude Stein in Pictures (Lectures in America; 1935, First 
Vintage Books Edition, April 1975, page 59) pause think thinking, 
(L'Aire: 4-9-76) 





